
On October 7, members of Women Who Write gathered at the Madison Community House to celebrate 
our 35th anniversary. It was a bright and sunny day, perfectly matching the festive mood inside, 
where there was a lot of happy chatting, catching up and good energy.

Published members set up their books for purchase, many of them giving the proceeds to charities 
of their choice. The impressive selection of books, ranging from romance and historical fiction to 
children’s works, was fun to browse around and many took home books from cherished friends 
and newer members alike.and newer members alike.

Members sat in a cozy circle to listen to President Ginger Pate share her experiences with writing 
and Women Who Write. In her wonderful supportive style, Ginger encouraged everyone to submit 
to the next issue of Goldfinch and attend the conference and to keep writing. She was 
excited to discuss Members’ Pages, a brand-new benefit of membership, where members 
pay a fee to have a personalized website set up.

After a celebratory toast of sparkling apple cider, members sang happy birthday and of course, 
enjoyed…a birthday cake! It was a wonderful afternoon of good cheer with plenty of reminiscing enjoyed…a birthday cake! It was a wonderful afternoon of good cheer with plenty of reminiscing 
and much excitement for the future of Women Who Write.





Women Who Write’s yearly Conference was held on October 21 at the Madison Community House. After a full day of 
workshops, speeches, conversations, and tasty refreshments, I walked away pumped up and ready to keep on writing and writing…
and writing!

After a warm welcome by member and trustee Joan Freling, author Mally Becker started off the day with an inspiring keynote speech 
about her writing experiences. She provided three tips to consider as we all follow our individual writing journeys. First, 
you are never too old to start (or keep) writing. Create a personalized writing habit that works for you and remember 
“you can edit a bad page, not an empty page.” Second, hone your courage and say yes to opportunities that come your way. “you can edit a bad page, not an empty page.” Second, hone your courage and say yes to opportunities that come your way. 
Third, she advised us to remember why we write, because it will help sustain you through your successes and failures. 
I wanted to give her a standing ovation, I was so moved.

After that, I attended the workshop on pitching your book to a literary agent, presented by Eric Smith, an agent with 
P.S. Literary. He discussed what makes a good pitch, “the hook, book and cook,” a clever mnemonic I will be sure to 
remember, and provided helpful examples. He discussed voice, what makes a good book, comps and genres and stressed 
the importance of polishing your work as much as you can before submitting to an agent. I had the chance to “pitch” the importance of polishing your work as much as you can before submitting to an agent. I had the chance to “pitch” 
my middle grade manuscript to Eric later in the day, and I hadn't been that nervous since…come to think of it, another 
pitch I gave about ten years ago. Needless to say, I made it through (phew). It was a great experience and all of us 
participating learned how important a good pitch is.

I also attended Roma Panganiban’s presentation on what it means when your agent is on submission. Roma, with 
Janklow & Nesbit, gave the glamorous and not so glamorous scoop on the role of being an agent. She humorously 
compared being an agent with being a matchmaker and spoke of the risks, calculations, and process of getting the compared being an agent with being a matchmaker and spoke of the risks, calculations, and process of getting the 
right publisher for the right author. It was extremely interesting to hear the behind-the-scenes process and just shows 
how much work it takes from the point of accepting a manuscript to getting it published.

The sessions I didn’t attend were all just as wonderful and informative. I heard from friends that the workshops on 
poetry and querying as well as the first pages sessions were lively and inspiring.

Just as the conference began with inspiration and encouragement, Sharona Wilhelm, Publisher at Scarsdale Publishing, 
finished off our day with warm and genuine words clearly showing her love of books and publishing. She discussed finished off our day with warm and genuine words clearly showing her love of books and publishing. She discussed 
the pros and cons of traditional and self-publishing, and the importance of good editing in the process of getting a book 
published. And how sweet is this paraphrased quote from Sharona: ‘Books are readers’ best friends; their authors hold a 
dear place in readers’ hearts as well.’

As both readers and writers, we all know exactly what she’s talking about. I can’t wait for next year’s WWW Conference.



Besides some great life-affirming stories, camaraderie 
and candid conversations pervaded the afternoon at our
most recent Open Mic event on November 5th.

It took place at the Martinsville Community House and 
was well attended by both new and established writers 
who read their work, and audience members who were
completely involved and engaged in listening.completely involved and engaged in listening.

The 4 minute pieces ran the whole gamut of literary 
techniques and devices including satire, hyperbole, and 
anaphoraand covered many genres such as poetry, 
novel excerpts, and memoirs. 

Stay tuned for the next Open Mic event information! 


